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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


PRELIMINARY NOTICE. 


The Inaugural Meeting of the Twentieth Session will be 
held at the St. Bride Institute, Bride Lane, E.C., on Wednesday, 
14th October. An address will be given by THomas SEccOMBE, 
Esq., Professor of English, Royal Military College, Sandhurst. 
Further particulars will be given next month. 

The SESSIONAL PROGRAMME is practically complete, and will 
appear at an early date. 





EDITORIAL. 


Our Work.—It is difficult in this crisis of our beloved country’s 
history to turn our thoughts from ‘‘war’s wild alarms.” To 
pursue our daily occupation with calmness, and to disassociate 
ourselves with any form of panic or excitement, is but fulfilling 
the role of good citizenship. And so we may contemplate with 
calm reflection the work that lies before us. The coming session 
promises to be a busy and stimulating one in many ways. Since 
we last, through the medium of the Editorial, exercised our 
privilege of addressing the members of the L.A.A., our Associa- 
tion has achieved a notable addition to its strength in the 
formation of the new North Western Branch, for which we have 
pleaded so long in these columns. We congratulate ourselves, 
and we congratulate our north western colleagues on a decision 
to give expression, in some tangible form, of the undoubted 
enthusiasm which we have always been persuaded, wanted but 
the necessary impetus to materialise. We English people are 
difficult to persuade in matters of this kind; our independence is 
proverbial if not always wise. We venture to assert that our 
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north western friends will not regret the step they have taken. 
It is a truism that the future of the L.A.A. rests largely with its 
branches. Only by co-ordination and united effort can the 
Association perfect its claim to be truly representative of English 
library traditions. Other branches are needed to carry on the 
good work, and elsewhere some indication is given of suitable 
localities for such. Here, then, is work for the enthusiast. In 
a narrower form, too, it rests within the province of every member 
of the L.A.A. to help enlarge the sphere of the Association’s 
usefulness. Every member can and should endeavour, by every 
means in his or her power, to persuade those without the pale to 
support our organisation. The judicious word at the right 
moment will accomplish much. We commend then, this work 
of stimulating enthusiasm and of inculcating a spirit of mutual 
help, to our growing number of friends. To you personally, 
reader, the Editor appeals. 


War and Libraries.—War time is not good for libraries or 
for any of those institutions or societies engaged in the 
arts and literature. Undoubtedly in prospect or retrospect, 
war stimulates literary and artistic production, but the circula- 
tion of that which is produced is almost paralysed. So much 
for theory; but curiously, many public libraries, after the first 
few days of war, when only the latest news had any interest for 
anybody, found themselves far busier than they are during 
normal summers. If a reason is required for public consump- 
tion, we may say that the war has caused people to remain at 
home who, in more pacific times, would be away for holidays, 
and their days of leisure have been devoted to reading. One 
aspect of the situation strikes us as peculiar. Public Libraries 
are information centres, more people pass through their doors 
than through almost any public institution, and yet the 
authorities seem to have ignored them totally as information 
bureaux. Libraries can still do much by preparing exhibitions 
of maps, illustrations and literature, by compiling lists of 
agencies for recruiting for the varous relief and charitable insti- 
tutions, and many other ways will commend themselves to 
librarians. It is a time when the public library may prove itself 
to be a force of great value to the people. We trust the oppor- 
tunity will be widely used. 

W.C.B.S. 

War and the L.A.A.—Elsewhere we have implied that a 
state of war is the reverse of beneficial to libraries, but that does 
not prevent us from realising the urgency of the country’s need 
for something more practical than lip service. That need is 
better voiced in the daily press than is possible in the pages of the 
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organ of a professional association, whose very existence is 
rooted in the cause of peace. But we venture to assert of the 
familiar adage: ‘‘ the might of the pen overcometh the might of 
the sword,” that it is undergoing severe revision at the hands of 
some of our colleagues. We would not have it otherwise. All 
honour to those in our ranks who have responded eagerly to the 
country’s call. The Westminster Gazette is responsible for the 
statement that the Southwark Library system is denuded of its 
staff to the extent of finding it necessary to close two of its 
branches. At the time of going to press we have been unable to 
verify that statement. Except through the medium of these 
columns, we have little opportunity of guaging to what extent 
the country’s call is being responded to by library assistants, but 
we should welcome particulars of individual cases. We venture 
to think that a record of those of our colleagues who are on 
active service would be interesting to the whole of the Asso- 
ciation. The attitude of councils and committees in all phases, 
to those wishing to shoulder the rifle, would also afford interest- 
ing study. Such may be sent to us, not necessarily for 
publication, but to enable our Association to watch and protect 
the interests of L.A.A. members as far as may be practicable. 


The Library Association Election.—Our Association is now 
without a representative on the Council of the Library Asso- 
ciation. This year the voting was much heavier than heretofore, 
and our Secretary was dismissed from his seat by a single vote. 
The logic of the L.A. voter is difficult to understand. Year 
after year venerable members, who never attend a single 
Council during the twelve months, are returned. Mr. Sayers 
attended no less than 38 meetings last year, acted as Honorary 
Secretary during Mr. Jast’s absence in America, and served on 
the Finance, Education, Membership, Publications, and Special 
Education Enquiry Committees. The grateful members 
rewarded him according to their special notions of gratitude. 
Mr. Chambers made a good fight, too, for which he deserves 
our thanks, but unfortunately did not succeed. We are 
gratified to see that Mr. Geo. A. Stephen has secured a seat, 
and we are confident that the interests of our members will not 
suffer at his hands. We hope, however, that our members will 
see that in future they are represented by one of themselves. 


The Library Association Conference.—The Annual Meeting 
of the Library Association, which was to have been held at 
Oxford, is postponed until 1915 (when it will be held at Oxford) 
Owing to the War. Indeed the University has become a hospital 
centre, and the rooms where the Library Association would have 
held its meetings are in the hands of the military authorities. 
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The Annual Business Meeting for the conduct of necessary 
business will be held in London, at the City of Westminster 
Public Library, Buckingham Palace Road, on Friday, September 
4th,at5p.m. The only advantage accruing to this unfortunate, 
but necessary change is that many of our members, who are 
also members of the Library Association, will now be able to 
attend the Annual Meeting, which would not have been the case 
had it been held at Oxford. 


The Sessional Programme.—The sessional programme is 
practically completed, and we have been privileged to see the 
result. It is but bare justice to chronicle our appreciation of Mr. 
W. Benson Thorne’s labours, and we assure our readers that the 
programme fully comes up to the standard of its predecessors. 
Meetings have been arranged at Battersea, Bromley (Kent), 
Croydon, Fulham, Hornsey, Shoreditch, and Stepney. A feature 
of the programme is that one of the two papers given at each 
meeting will be by a Provincial member ; the maximum freshness 
and originality is thus assured. 





ANNUAL MEETING REPORT. 
A CorRECTION. 


We have received a letter from Mr. Pollitt, stating that the 
numbers given in our Report of the Annual Meeting at Leeds, on 
the voting for the amendment to Mr. H. T. Coutts’ motion, are 
incorrect. The report states ‘‘ that 31 voted for the amendment, 
15 against it, and 49 did not vote.’’ Mr. Pollitt convinces us 
that only 18 remained neutral, and that the attendance was over- 
estimated. The total membership of the L.A.A. was 586 at this 
date.—Eb. 


OUR BRANCHES, 


The successful inauguration of the North-Western Branch 
last month is another important strand in the network 
of Branches the members of the Association are gradu- 
ally drawing over the map of England. Every new 
Branch is a matter of congratulation to all library 
assistants, as it means the opening up of places 
and the knitting together of people known to one another but 
faintly before; and wherever a Branch has been established 
cordial relations, revived interest and living enthusiasm have 
resulted. There are still districts where missionary activity is 
needed, where Branches might be established with success and 
with great advantage to library assistants; and the purpose of 
this note is to draw attention to these, and to invite entlusiastic 
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assistants to come forward and to give the Association help in 
founding such Branches. 

Scotland.—There is grave need of a Branch in Scotland, in 
view of the various remarkable appointments of untrained men 
which have taken place in that country in recent years. Such 
appointments will continue so long as library assistants do not 
unite to convince the public of their value and of their claim to 
professional continuity. 

The geographical difficulties are almost negligible. Edin- 
burgh and Glasgow are near neighbours, and Glasgow is 
surrounded by important places with library systems. A few 
enthusiasts in Glasgow or Edinburgh could bring about a Branch 
of great strength in numbers and in quality. 

The North Midiands.—Our Midland Branch has still a 
large area to conquer in the Black Country; and no doubt will 
accomplish it in time. There is, however, the northern part of 
the Midlands, of which the capitals are Nottingham and 
Leicester, in which a separate Branch of the L.A.A. would do 
great work. Such a Branch could possibly embrace, besides 
the two cities named, Derby, Burton, Stafford, Newark, Lincoln, 
Kettering, Stoke—and perhaps Peterborough, although we fancy 
this last city would be more conveniently affiliated to an East 
Coast Branch. 

Of course we are aware that a North Midland Library Asso- 
Ciation exists and does very excellent work. It does not, however, 
and cannot, appeal to assistants as a whole; and a Branch of 
the L.A.A. would in no way interfere with the activities of the 
senior Association. My friend, Mr. W. A. Briscoe, will 
probably not agree with this, but our experience in a similar case 
at Birmingham is our justification. 

The East Coast.—This district is rather more scattered 
than those already mentioned, and the libraries are usually 
smaller. In spite of that, there is abundant material for a suc- 
cessful Branch in the towns of Norwich, Yarmouth, King’s 
Lynn, Ipswich, Colchester, Chelmsford, Cambridge, and per- 
haps Peterborough. This Branch might like to call itself the 
East Anglian Branch. 

The South West.—Similar possibilities and difficulties 
exist in the South-West of England. It should not be impossible 
to combine, say, Exeter, Taunton, Torquay, Plymouth, and 
Devonport into a vigorous Association. The size of the Branch 
is not the main point by any means. 


Bristol and District.—This great West of England metro- 
polis is without a library association of any kind. Lines of com- 
munication would seem to suggest a joining of Bristol and 
Cardiff ; but some alternative may appeal to our Bristol friends. 
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It is a pity that so important a centre, and so large a staff, as 
are to be found at Bristol, should not be working so actively in the 
general movement for the progress of librarianship. We believe 
the material is there, if only we can attract an organizer from 
amongst them. 

These are the most considerable blanks upon the L.A.A. 
map of the United Kingdom. Other more isolated places exist, 
of course, and methods should be found of breaking down the 
disadvantages geography forces upon these colleagues of ours. 
The first step even to that end is to fill up the blanks we have 
indicated. 

We invite workers from the districts named. Their sug- 
gestions would be welcomed, and I should be very glad to explain 
to any enthusiastic worker from them the various methods which 
the past experience of the L.A.A. has shown to be the best in 
interesting assistants in forming such Branches. 

Here are the fields of work. We believe we shall not appeal 
vainly for workers. 

W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 


Honorary Secretary. 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS: PASS LIST. 


Section 1, LITERARY HISTORY. 
(24 candidates entered, 24 candidates sat, 15 passed). 
HONOURS. 
Nil. 
MERIT. 
R. Butchart, Lanark; Miss W. C. Hill, London School of Economics. 
PASS. 

A. J. Avery, Birmingham; Miss E. Baxter, Manchester; J. L. Davison, 
Bolton; B. B. Eckett, Erdington, Birmingham; Miss L. Fairweather, 
Brighton; Miss L. H. Gibson, Woolwich; H. Groom, Isleworth; Miss E. M. 
Harris, Brighton; Miss F. Jefferson, Bromley, Kent; J. A. Merrishaw, 
Darwen; W. Morgan, Cardiff; Miss M. Quinn, Manchester; C. F. G. 
Tessier, Greenock, N.B. 


Section 6. LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
(142 candidates entered, 140 candidates sat, 54 passed). 


HONOURS. 
Nil. 
MERIT. : 
Miss L. Cross, Manchester; Miss Lillian Cutts, Liverpool; J. D. 
McQuiston, Dublin; Miss G. Rees, Newport, Mon.; Arthur F. Ridley, 
Greenwich. 
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PASS. 

G. R. Axon, Manchester ; G. A. Barber, Coventry; Charles A. Bickerton, 
Manchester; Eric Bishop, Enfield; Edward A. Bradbury, Sheffield; F. J. 
Boardman, Huddersfield; G. H. Bushnell, Birmingham; Miss M. G. Carr, 
Glasgow; E. P. Clark, Manchester; J. A. Crowther, Manchester; Edward 
Davis, Camberwell; Walter Dunsby, Birmingham; G. Henry Dyer, 
Birmingham; Wilfred Enderby, Grimsby; J. Fielding, Bolton; T. M. Frost, 
Manchester; E. Garner, Southwark; Thomas E. Gay, Dublin; Miss G. M. 
Glubb, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham; A. Hesketh, Accrington; Maurice 
Hodge, Hammersmith; H. J. Homer, Birmingham; B. How, Clerkenwell ; 
Miss C. M. Howells, Birkenhead; Frank T. Izard, Birmingham; Miss 
M. M. Jordan, Manchester; Miss D. Leaper, Brighton; Lionel R. McColvin, 
Croydon; Miss Mary McDonald, Seaforth, Liverpool; Miss D. McLardy, 
Manchester; Miss G. Matthews, Liverpool; G. Patterson, Great Yarmouth ; 
Miss E. J. Peat, Middlesborough; Miss Elsie A. Pilling, Liverpool; C. H. 
Pritchard, Cheltenham; A. C. Roberts, Peckham; Miss D. E. Rost, High- 
bury, N.; Miss Dorothy Shepherd, Birkenhead; F. S. Smith, Wood Green, 
N.; H. T. Smith, Birkenhead; G. B. Stephens, Eltham; J. R. Thomas, 
Chester ; Miss Jessie P. Tilley, Gravesend; Miss D. Wallington, Warrington ; 
C. Wilkins, Lancaster; Miss M. Williams, Liverpool; William Williams, St. 
Helens; W. L. Wippell, Powderham Crescent, Exeter; L. Woodward, 
Dundee; E. Yates, Liverpool. 


Section 2, BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
Addition to Pass List. 


PASS. 
T. L. Yates, Bolton. 


FORM CLASSIFICATION.* 


By F. W. C. Pepper, Assistant-in-Charge, Central Reference 
Library, Bolton. 

My paper will be chiefly concerned with the influence of 
form in bibliographical classification and the question of how 
far it is desirable to classify by form, basing my remarks mainly 
on the Decimal Classification. 

It will be as well perhaps to commence with definitions in 
order to get a clear idea as to what we mean by form in classi- 
fication. The word has a variety of meanings, and is 
consequently liable to cause ambiguity. The ‘‘ Century Dic- 
tionary ’’’ contains twenty-four definitions of the word as a 
noun alone, and Murray’s ‘‘ New English Dictionary ’’ has 
twenty-two. It is here used in the following senses :—First, 
physical form, by which is meant the size, material, or any 
other outward feature of a book, irrespective of its literary 
contents; second, literary form, which is self explanatory 
and refers to the style of composition, as poetry, essays, etc. ; 





*A paper read before the Preliminary Meeting of the North-Western Branch 
of the Library Assistants’ Association, held at the Lyceum Library, 
Liverpool, 29th May, 1914. 








168 


and third, what may be termed limitation form, that is, the 
scope or treatment of a book—the limitation imposed upon it 
by the author, as the history or philosophy of a certain subject. 

The physical form of books is the stumbling block to 
their perfect classification, and it was mainly this which led 
Jevons to declare that classification of books by subject is a 
** logical absurdity.’’ This is a hard saying to us now, but 
from the standpoint of logical perfection it is correct, for cur 
principal aim—that of bringing together books on the same 
subject—fails at the appearance of a folio. Considerations of 
shelving accommodation and appearance, demand a primary 
grouping of books into two or more sequences, according to 
the varying sizes. Again, a book may treat of more than one 
subject, but its physical or concrete form will allow of it being 
placed at one subject only. We may bring the catalogue to 
the rescue and insert analytical entries for the other subjects, 
but as far as the classification of the books themselves is 
concerned it is obvious that logical perfection is an 
impossibility. 

These factors of size and concreteness are the most 
prominent influences which physical form has upon _biblio- 
graphical classification, but they are by no means the only 
ones. Other physical features of books influencing classifica- 
tion are fine or rare printing, binding, illustrations, or any 
other distinctive characteristic. These forms do not trouble 
the majority of public libraries, but where they do occur it is 
necessary, for purposes of exhibition, to bring them together 
occasionally, and it is a question as to whether they should 
not be permanently so grouped by form. The decision should 
rest with the books themselves. If their literary contents are 
of no value they may be conveniently classified by their 
physical form, but if, on the other hand, the literary matter is 
of value, it should have the preference, and the books 
scattered throughout the classification accordingly. In order 
to facilitate the bringing of them together when required, 
analytical entries under the form might be made, but for 
general purposes a list of them should be sufficient. Such a 
method may not tend to consistency, but in classification, as 
in many other subjects, utility should stand before consistency, 
and we should strive to maintain a pure subject classification 
as far as possible. 

Literary form plays an important part throughout our 
classifications. In the first place subdivisions of Compends, 
Dictionaries, Essays, etc., are made at every subject of 
importance. As long as books deal with a specific subject their 
literary form presents no difficulties, but unfortunately, from 
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a classification point of view, about fifty per cent. of the books 
in a public library have no definite subject. These are relegated 
to the classes Generalia and Literature, both of which are 
mainly form classes. 

The class Generalia is usually considered a necessity in a 
scheme of bibliographical classification, and is provided in 
the first place for books dealing with such a variety of subjects 
as to make it apparently impossible for them to be placed in 
any other class, and secondly, for subjects which pervade the 
whole classification. The latter reason was probably carried 
to excess in the Subject Classification, and the inclusion of 
such subjects as education, logic, mathematics, etc., caused 
natural surprise and controversy. If a Generalia class is 
essential I think it should be a pure form class, but I would 
offer as a suggestion that it can be eliminated, or rather 
absorbed into the class Literature. ‘This would mean accept- 
ing the term literature in its general rather than in its specific 
sense of pure literature, and though, esthetically regarded, 
this may seem sacrilege, it should be remembered that our class 
Literature is already a general class from a subject point of 
view, and it seems advantageous to bring together all our 
failures to classify by subject and to have but one general 
class. The dissolution of the Generalia class is a simple matter 
if we extend the class Literature as I have suggested. Take 
the Decimal Scheme, for example. The subdivisions here con- 
sist of Bibliography, Library Economy, Encyclopedias, 
Essays, Periodicals, Societies, Newspapers, and Book Rarities. 
Bibliography and Library Economy as the organisation of 
literature would belong to Literature. Book Rarities could be 
scattered at the various subjects they illustrate—rare bindings 
with the subject of bookbinding, specimens of early printing 
with the history of printing, and so on. This would leave but 
the literary forms, and though it may seem obnoxious to mingle 
these with pure literature it is not altogether indefensible. In 
the first place it is a somewhat invidious task for a classifier 
to have to decide whether a volume of essays on a diversity 
of subjects belongs to Literature or Generalia. In practice I 
believe that such adjudication is generally shirked and the 
books are placed in Literature. The placing of periodicals in 
Literature is defensible for the higher class periodicals or what 
are commonly termed literary reviews, for these contain con- 
tributions from leading contemporary writers, and the volumes 
of essays which we unhesitatingly place in Literature are often 
reprints from these periodicals. It is also worth noticing that 
the majority of leading writers of modern times have first 
gained the public ear through the periodical press—even the 
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great Dr. Johnson commenced his literary career in the 
‘““Gentleman’s Magazine.’’ The higher class periodicals, 
therefore, have a distinct claim in literature. The popular 
illustrated magazines, newspapers, and remaining literary 
forms cannot be defended from a literary standpoint, but their 
inclusion would result in one general or form class. 

Let us now turn to the class Literature itself. In the 
Decimal Scheme this is subdivided first by language, then by 
form, and finally chronologically. The Subject Classification 
divides by form only, which is very weak from a classification 
point of view and results in a series of long alphabetical 
sequences of poets, novelists, etc., irrespective of language or 
period, the only relationship being the similarity of form. Of 
the two methods the Decimal System is to be preferred, but 
here we are faced with the difficulty of placing the collected 
works of an author who has written in more than one form, 
a man like Robert Louis Stevenson for instance, who obtained 
eminence as an essayist and a novelist, and was also responsible 
for a few dramas and some verse. Such a man cannot reason- 
ably be placed under one form, and yet with the Decimal 
Scheme we are forced to do this. The Subject Classification 
overcomes this difficulty by placing such collected works in 
Generalia, which is a very undesirable separation and might be 
used as a reason for mingling the two classes. 

Mr. E. A. Savage, who ably discussed this question in 
a paper read before the Annual Conference of the Library Asso- 
ciation in 1906*, advocated a classification of literature by 
language, subdivided chronologically, and not by form at all. 
With this I am in entire agreement. A chronological sub- 
division of a country’s literature, irrespective of form, has 
much to commend it. In the first place, to use Mr. Savage’s 
words, ‘‘ The number of people studying poetry as a form is 
extremely small, but the number of people: studying literature 
by period is very large.’? Those who have studied for the 
examination of the Library Association in Literary History 
will appreciate this point. Such an order would be instructive 
and serve a more useful purpose than the present classification 
by form; also, the difficulty of placing books containing more 
than one literary form would disappear, as the works of each 
author would be brought together under his period. It may 
be urged that this would present difficulties in finding purposes, 
and readers in an open access library would have to know an 
author’s period before they could find his works, but the same 








** Form and Alphabetical Book Classification.’”” L.A.R. Vol. 9, 
pp. 375-383. 
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The Bedford Binding. 





OUR BINDING for Public Libraries is acknowledged to be 
the best. 


OUR METHOD is NOT one of uniformity of treatment. 


OUR PROCESS for strengthening the broken folds of sections 
is the latest and improved style without over~ 
sewing. 


OUR WORK AND MATERIALS are essentially 
the best. 








THE BEDFORD BINDERY 


19, CRAWFORD PLACE, EDGWARE ROAD 
LONDON, W. 

















East Ham Bookbinding Works, 
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Plashet Lane and Elizabeth Road, East Ham, Essex. 




















THE L.A.A. LIBRARY. 








Members should note that the L.A.A. Library is open 
throughout the Summer, and that quiet Summer days lend them- 
selves well to preliminary reading before the more serious Winter 
reading is undertaken. 

At this season the Library is not so much used as in Winter, 
and intending candidates for the Examinations will now find it 
possible to obtain all the essential text-books. In Winter the 
demand for these is often greater than the supply. Borrow them 
now and so be saved disappointment later. 

The Honorary Librarian is Miss Olive E. Clarke, The Central 
Public Library, 68, Holloway Road, Islington, London, N. 
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For STUDY & RECREATION, 


Including— 
LITERARY, EDUCATIONAL, 
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL, 
and all other subjects. 





BOOKS 


Over 1,000,000 welomes in stock. SECOND HAND at HALF \ a New 25 per cent. 
discount. Catalogue No. 943 Free. State W 


Library Replacements a Speciality. We devote a Special Department for Fiction and 
have thousands of Volumes in strictly classified order. Send us your List. Special 
Terms to Libraries. Books sent on approval. BOOKS BOUGHT. 








W. & G. FOYLE, 121-123, Charing Cross Road, 


Telegrams: “ Foylibra,’’ London. LONDON, W.C. 





Library Assistants’ Association Series. 





A VANISHING OPPORTUNITY. 





Two of th’s Series are rapidly running out of print ; a few copies only are 


left. Those who desire complete sets should apply for them at once. 


No.1. The Grammar of Classification. By W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, Croydon Public Libraries; Honorary Secretary 
of the L.A.A. (Second Edition). Price six-pence. 


No. 2. Libraries in Rural Districts. By Harry Farr, Cardiff 
Public Libraries. Price three-pence. 


No. 3. The Development of Notation in Classification. By H. 
RUTHERFORD PuRNBLL, Public Library of South 
Australia. Price three-pence. 


No. 4. Report on the Hours, Salaries, Training, and Conditions of 
Service of Assistants in British Municipal Libraries. 


Price six-pence. 
No. 5. Ideals: Old and New. By BE. WynpHam Huug, B.A., of 
the Patent Office. Price three-pence. 


The complete set 1s. 11d. post free (about six such sets are left). Single 
numbers at the prices named plus one penny postage. 


To be obtained from W. C. Berwick Sayers, Central Library, 
Town Hall, Croydon. 











YOUR FUTURE DEPENDS 


Upon your use of the Professional Opportunities 








presented to you as an Assistant Librarian. 


The. . 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION 


has a record of ever-increasing effort to enlarge the educa- 
tional, professional and social standing of Library 
Assistants. It has done so much for the profession that 





It should not be consistent with the self- 
respect of any Assistant Librarian 


for him not to be a Member. 





A New Sgssion COMMENCES ON OcTOBER IsT. 





A valuable Programme has been prepared. 


“Everything I have heard and read of your Association is excellent.”—Sir A. K. 
Rouse, LL.D.. D.C.L., Litt.D. 


“* Assistants would greatly help their own cause by supporting the Library Assistants 
Ansecietien. "—James D. Brown: Manual of Library Economy. 


“The report shows healthy activity in propaganda, aaventionsl and branch work.’”’— 
The iierave Association Record on the last Annual Report 


**One interesting policy of the L.A.A. is its Seedneties to make membership easy 
for the youngest assistant.”—The Library Journal. 


“This progressive Association.” —The Librarian. 





Rules, Forms of Application for Membership and fullest Particulars may 
be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, 


W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
The Central Library, Town Hall, Croydon. 
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argument might be applied to the finding of any small subject. 
They must first find what main class their subject belongs to 
and then the subdivision. I do not suppose that ninety per 
cent. of the borrowers from an open access library ever take 
the trouble to understand our classification—they find their 
subject by means of the catalogue or by enquiry at the counter, 
and afterwards by location. This is not very encouraging to 
the classification enthusiast, but we have the satisfaction of 
knowing that when they have found their subject they will find 
all the literature relating to it which it is possible to group 
there, and not only that, but relative subjects will precede and 
follow it. The public may not appreciate our endeavours to 
maintain such an order, but classification is a great labour 
saving device and they cannot help but benefit by it. 

We come now to the last kind of form, which, for want 
of a better definition, I have termed limitation form. In 
general it refers to the scope of a work or the limitation im- 
posed upon a subject by the author, such as the history, law, 
or philosophy of a certain subject. An elementary rule in 
classification is to classify by subject wherever possible, and 
yet the influence of this kind of form is so strong that we find 
several aberrations from this rule in the Decimal System. 
Bibliographies of subjects are grouped together under Biblio- 
graphy at O16, which means a classification by form. Take 
the Library of Congress bibliographies for example. These 
deal with a variety of subjects, such as sugar, wool, inter- 
national law, banking, etc., and are issued for the use of 
students of those subjects. In each case sugar, wool, etc., is 
the subject, and bibliography but the form. Considering the 
motive of their publication and their value under the subject, it 
seems very inconsistent with our aim to place them under 
Bibliography. There is little, if anything, to be gained by 
bringing all bibliographies together, and there seems no reason- 
able excuse for this separation of the literature relating to a 
subject. 

We also find an extensive classification by this form in 
Dewey’s History class. The subdivision Geography and 
Travels is almost purely a form class, for the subject of all the 
books placed there is the locality dealt with, and geography, 
guide book, or whatever the scope may be, is the form. 
Whether we take Black’s ‘‘ Guide to Liverpool’’ or Muir’s 
‘* History of Liverpool,’’ the subject in each case is Liverpool, 
and to classify by subject these should be brought together. 
In the Decimal Classification, however, they are widely 
separated, the guide book being placed at 914.272, and the 
history at 942.72. Such a separation seems hard to justify. 
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There is, of course, the difference that one is an account of the 
locality in place and the other in time, but this basis of classi- 
fication breaks down when we consider antiquarian works of 
travel or topography. A description of Liverpool two or three 
hundred years ago, for instance, is chiefly of historical interest 
now and should be placed with history. The same applies to 
travels, particularly those of exploration and discovery. The 
arrangement of the Subject Classification, where the literature 
relating to a locality is brought together and subdivided by 
form, is unquestionably more convenient, and I think better 
in every respect. 

The next division, Biography, is a form class in the sense 
that biography is a form of history, for whether an author 
intends it or not, biography is simply history told through the 
lives of individuals. History is mainly the record of the 
achievements of individuals, and in form is therefore almost 
synonymous with biography. When applied to a_ specific 
subject it is very difficult to make a distinction between the two 
forms and there is a tendency to classify by titles. A History 
of Invention, for instance, is placed at 608 under the subject, 
but Lives of the Inventors, which may be precisely similar in 
scope and treatment, goes to 920 under the form. To main- 
tain effectually a distinction between the history and the 
biographical history of a subject is almost impossible, and, 
from the point of view of subject classification, undesirable. By 
bringing biographies together we get a miscellaneous collec- 
tion of lives illustrating various subjects throughout the 
classification. As a class, Biography is of very little service, 
for the student of biography as a subject is a rarity, and 
though many read biographies merely for their interest in the 
individuals and not for the subjects the men were prominent 
in, they belong chiefly to the desultory class of reader, and the 
student of a subject should have the preference. By distribut- 
ing biographies at subjects, we should be inflicting no great 
inconvenience upon the readers of biography, but on the other 
hand we should considerably strengthen the literature relating 
to the various subjects, and be taking an important step towards 
our ideal of bringing together the bibliography of a subject. 
The chief objection advanced against such a classification of 
biography is the supposed difficulty of placing some individuals 
at a particular subject. This difficulty, however, is more 
theoretical than practical, and as evidence that it is not insuper- 
able, it may be noted that a few large libraries have so 
classified their biography. If we argue on the difficulty of 
classification we might abandon it altogether, for in practice 
we often meet the difficulty of placing books at the correct 
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or best place in the classification; with some the subject is 
difficult to determine, others have a distinct claim in more than 
one class, and occasionally a subject turns up which is not 
provided for in the tables. These, however, are the exceptions, 
and the majority of books naturally fall into their places in the 
classification. The same applies to biography. It is a simple 
matter to name men who have made history in more than one 
subject, but they are the exceptions and in practice it will be 
found that the bulk of biographies can be easily placed at 
subjects. 

So far, I have dealt with cases where the limitation form 
can advantageously be disregarded as a basis for classification, 
but there are many cases where it is desirable to classify accord- 
ing to the limitation or standpoint of a book. Take the subject 
of divorce for instance. A book dealing with this from an 
ethical standpoint is placed in Ethics, from a legal standpoint 
in Law, and if it becomes a custom, we shall require a place in 
Manners and Customs. It may seem desirable in this and other 
instances to bring the various aspects of a subject together, 
but if we do this they are lost in their relative places, as in 
Ethics and Law. Take another example from the Decimal 
Classification. General works on Costume are placed at 391 
under Manners and Customs. The different aspects of 
costume are scattered, under Hygiene 613.48, Domestic 
Economy 646, and so on. Costume limited to a class of 
individuals is also scattered: library staffs at 023.95, ecclesias- 
tical 247.7, military 355.14, and many others. Although the 
form cannot change the subject it has such an influence as to 
render it undesirable to classify by subject, and the distribu- 
tion of costume serves a more useful purpose at the various 
subjects than grouping everything under Costume. The choice 
of subject or form is very difficult, and it is obvious that we 
cannot meet the demands of every class of reader. We, as 
library assistants, would prefer everything relating to libraries 
brought together, whether from an educational, architectural, 
or other standpoint. Other professions will regard their sub- 
ject in the same way. One thing seems clear though, that 
where a classification by form serves no useful purpose, as in 
the cases pointed out, we should classify by subject. 

In conclusion, I would like to explain that it has not been 
my endeavour to pull the Decimal Classification to pieces. 
Many can criticise, but few can create. Ten years’ use has 
given me the greatest respect and admiration for the Decimal 
Scheme, and I believe it to be the best system we have at 
present. It has withstood the test of nearly forty years and 
has not yet been superseded, which fact, considering the 








174 


modern progress in librarianship, is a striking comment on 
its merits. A system of classification to satisfy all require- 
ments and to be above criticism is an ideal which we can hardly 
hope to attain, but by the discussion and exchange of opinions 
regarding the difficulties and problems of classification, we 
may arrive at a uniformity of opinion in their solution which 
will pave the way to a more perfect scheme. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Second Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch 
was held on Wednesday, July 8th, at Worthing. The proposed 
picnic had to be abandoned owing to the unfavourable weather, 
and the meeting took place at the Worthing Public Library 
instead. Mr. E. Male (Chairman of the Branch) presided over 
a good attendance of members and friends, among whom we 
were delighted to welcome Mrs. W. Benson Thorne, who was 
staying in the neighbourhood. The Hon. Secretary (Mr. A. 
Cecil Piper) having read the Report which is appended, the 
Chairman moved, and Mr. W. Law seconded, that the report 
be adopted. This was agreed to unanimously. 

The following were elected for the ensuing year :— 


Hon. President: Henry D. Roberts, Director, 
Brighton. 

Hon. Vice-Presidents: W. Ruskin’ BUTTERFIELD, 
Hastings; Miss M. Frost, Worthing; Messrs. 
J. H. Harpcastie, Eastbourne, T. D. JEWwERs, 
Portsmouth, and J. W. Lister, Hove. 

Chairman: A. Cecit Piper, Brighton. 

Hon. Treasurer: Miss E. Gerarp, Worthing. 

Hon. Secretary: E. MALE, Brighton. 

Committee : Messrs. A. M. HamBiyn, Eastbourne; W. 
Law, Brighton; H. S. Witson, Hove, and the 
Misses M. M. Barnett, Brighton; W. BARNWELL ; 
Worthing, and L. Farrweatuer, Brighton. 


The business part of the proceedings over, Miss M. M. 
Barnett (Brighton) read an excellent and instructive paper on 
** Rudyard Kipling: the man and his critics,’’ which evoked 
great interest. A good discussion ensued, those taking part 
including the Misses E. Gerarp and D. Leaper, and Messrs. 
E. Mate, R. E. SmitHer, A. WEBB, W. Law, H. S. Witson, 
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and A. C. Piper. The usual votes of thanks brought to a close 
an enjoyable and successful meeting. 


SOUTH COAST BRANCH. 


Report presented at the Second Annual Meeting, held at 
Worthing, on 8th July, 1914. 

The Committee have pleasure in submitting their second 
report on the work of the Branch. 

The total membership of the Branch is 31, of which 14 are 
Members and 17 Associates. During the year three new 
Associates have been enrolled, while five Associates have 
resigned. 

The following meetings have been held, all of them being 
well attended :— 

October 22nd, 1913. At Hove Public Library. 
Chairman: Coun. Col. Nourse, Chairman, Hove 
Public Library Committee. 
Papers: ‘‘Some Problems of Classification,’’ by 
F. W. C. Pepper, Bolton Public Libraries 
(formerly of Brighton). 
‘* The Library of Congress Classification,”’ 
by R. E. Smither, Brighton Public 
Library. 
January 16th, 1914. At Eastbourne Public Library. 
Chairman: Coun. John Easter, Chairman, East- 
bourne Public Library Committee. 
Papers: ‘‘ The Book Market,’’ by S. J. Redgrave, 
Eastbourne Public Library. 
‘* Committee Work,’’ by W. Law, Clerk 
to Brighton Public Library, Museum, and 
Art Galleries. 
April 29th, 1914. At Brighton Public Library, Museum 
and Art Galleries. 
Chairman: Henry D. Roberts, Director, Brighton. 
Papers: ‘‘ Should News-rooms be abolished ? ”’ 
Pro.: Miss W. Barnwell, Worthing 
Public Library. 
Con: Miss M. Payne, Worthing 
Public Library. 
‘* The Kinematograph in relation to Public 
Libraries and Education,’’ by H. Mew, 
Hove Public Library. 

In connection with these meetings there have been various 
social features, including drives, walks, teas, &c., which have 
added greatly to the enjoyment of the meetings. 
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The prizes kindly offered by Mr. Councillor Wright and Mr. 
H. D. Roberts have been awarded. Mr. Wright awarded his 
prize to Miss E. Gerard (Worthing) and also gave an extra 
prize to Miss M. M. Barnett (Brighton). Mr. R. E. Smither 
and Miss M. M. Barnett, both of Brighton, gained Mr. Roberts’ 
prizes. The other prizes mentioned in the last annual report, 
kindly given by Miss M. Frost and Mr. J. W. Lister, will be 
awarded shortly. Mr. Roberts has also intimated that he will 
be pleased to offer another prize for the ensuing session. The 
best thanks of the Committee have been given to the donors for 
their practical interest. 

The papers read at the meetings have again been circulated 
among the libraries in the South Coast District. The thanks of 
the Committee are due to the authors of the papers for so readily 
supplying a sufficient number of copies to be so distributed. 

The Committee desires on behalf of the Branch, to express 
its grateful thanks to Mr. Henry D. Roberts, Miss M. Frost, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Hardcastle, Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Lister, 
Councillor Col. Nourse, and Councillor J. Easter, for kind assist- 
ance rendered in various ways, which has helped largely towards 
making the meetings successful. To the editors of the local 
newspapers also, thanks are due for reporting the meetings. 

The Chairman and the Hon. Secretary attended the Annual 
Meeting of the L.A.A., held at Leeds, on Whit-Monday, June 
Ist, 1914, as delegates of this Branch. Mr. E. Male and Mr. 
A. C. Piper again were elected members of the Council of the 
L.A.A. Through the instrumentality of Mr. Roberts, the 
expenses of Mr. Male were defrayed by the Brighton Public 
Library Committee. 

In concluding its report, the Committee feels that the 
interest and enthusiasm of the members has been maintained. 
The attendances have been quite as good as in the previous 
session. A pleasing feature, which the Committee has noticed 
with great satisfaction, is the growing desire on the part of the 
junior members, especially the ladies, of taking an active share 
in the meetings by contributing papers and by taking part in 
the discussions. The Committee also feels that the Branch is 
now firmly established, and that it is assured of a successful 
future ; but they recognise that this can be attained only by the 
enthusiastic co-operation of all the members. The Committee 
hopes, therefore, that it will receive the same hearty support in 
the future, as it has had in the past, so that the work of the 
Branch may continue to help and interest its members. 


A. Cecit Piper, Hon. Secretary. 
ERNEST Mate, Chairman. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE, 1913-14. 
REcEIPTs. EXPENDITURE. 
£ & di or an 
Subscriptions received ... 5 14 Proportion of Subscrip- 
tions remitted to General 


Hon. Treasurer .- 43 0 
Stationery ae <a 2 
Hon. Treasurer’s expensesO0 5 2 
Hon. Secretary’s ao 012 0 
Balance in hand o Th 











g141 - £5 14 1 
ee Lee 


Examined and found correct, 


WILLIAM LAW | Hon. 
7th July, 1914, EDITH YOUNG ) Auditors. 


CENTRAL IRISH BRANCH. 


On Thursday, July 24th, the members of the Central Irish 
Branch, and their friends, spent a very enjoyable evening at 
Leixlip. Journeying down by special open car on the Lucan 
Electric Railway, Leixlip was reached about 4 o’clock, after 
which the members availed themselves of a very pleasant walk 
through the demense and also to the famous Salmon Leap, 
where a photograph was taken of the group. After tea a very 
enjoyable musical programme, under the direction of Mr. John 
Roy, librarian, Rathmines Public Library, was gone through. 

A special feature of the evening was the cordial reception 
given to Miss O’Connor, whose selections on the Irish harp were 
so much appreciated that she had to respond to several encores. 
Mr. John Roy recited, with great effect, ‘‘ Charles Edward at 
Versailles,’’ which was received with great applause. Mr. 
Toolan (tenor) rendered ‘‘ There is a flower that bloometh ”’ in 
capital style, and responded to many hearty encores. Messrs. 
Poulter (violin) and Toomey (piano) contributed largely 
to the success of the outing in solos and accompaniments, and 
were also responsible for the dance music. The other members 
who contributed were the Misses Keogh and Leadbeater 
(Rathmines Public Library), T. H. Evans (Hon. Secretary), 
J. J. Bouch, J. A. Conmee, and T. E. Gay. A rare and possibly 
unique feature of the programme was the dancing of an Irish 
Reel to the music of the harp by the Misses O’Shaughessy and 
Wilson and Messrs. Gay and O’Connor. Judging from the 
enthusiasm displayed throughout the proceedings, and the 
manner in which Auld Lang Syne was sung, under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Roy, this is but the fore-runner of many future 
enjoyable outings, under the auspices of the Central Irish 
Branch of the Library Assistants’ Association. 
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The President, Mr. T. W. Lyster, will read a paper on 
‘‘The Theory of a Public Library’’ at the First Sessional Meeting, 
to be held at the National Library, Dublin, on October 21st. 


NORTH EASTERN BRANCH. 


The usual quarterly meeting of the North Eastern Branch was held at 
South Shields on Wednesday, June 17th. Various affairs tended to detract 
from the attendance, which was not so good as usual. A feature of the 
day’s proceedings was a cricket match between teams representing 
Newcastle and the rest of the Branch respectively, which resulted in a 
victory for the former team by a margin of sixteen runs. 

After the match the team walked to Marsden and partook of tea in the 
* cave dwelling ’ there. This is a dwelling of some fifteen rooms cut in the 
face of the cliff. After tea, the weather being gloriously fine, the players 
elected to return to town by way of the cliffs, a charming stroll of some four 
miles. The evening meeting was held in the Committee Room at the Public 
Library, by kind permission of the Librarian, Mr. Ernest Bailey. The Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. R. M. Daniel) presented the Seventh Annual Report of the 
Branch. Meetings had been held in Newcastle, Sunderland, Tynemouth, 
and Gateshead. The meetings had been well attended, there being on an 
average 34 members present. This was regarded as very satisfactory con- 
sidering that some of the libraries were open on Wednesdays. The papers 
had been of the usual high standard. The membership consisted of 2 Fellows, 
21 Members and 39 Associates; a total of 62 members. The Treasurer’s 
Balance Sheet showed a small balance in hand. 

The following nominations to serve on the Committee for the present 
session were received :—Members: Messrs. W. H. Clarke, D. W. Herdman, 
T. E. Turnbull, J. Walton, Miss F. Brookes, and Miss M. L. Coatesworth. 
Associates: Messrs. A. Rennie, J. Crawley, A. Hindmarch, and the Misses 
A. Coatesworth, L. Green, and N. Conway. Only four representatives are 
required in each section, so that an election will be rendered necessary. 
Voting papers will be sent out to all members in due course. The following 
officers were re-elected :—Chairman, Mr. W. H. Gibson (Newcastle); Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. H. Fostall (Sunderland); Hon. Treasurer, Mr. I. Briggs 
(Newcastle); Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. M. Daniel (South Shields). Mr. R. N. A. 
Miller, of Newcastle Public Libraries, delivered the first part of his paper on 
** The Genealogy of the Bookplate.”” The lecture was the result of original 
work and research. Mr. Miller, who is thoroughly conversant with the 
subject, treated his theme in an able and sympathetic manner. He exhibited 
a large number of coloured drawings and designs showing the development 
of these marks of ownership. Mr. Miller will complete his paper at the next 
meeting of the Branch, which is to be held at Sunderland in September. A 
précis of the whole paper will be given in the report of that meeting. 


NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. 
Honorary President : 
James Hutt, M.A., The Lyceum, Liverpool. 


Honorary Vice-Presidents : 


R. Ashton, Blackburn. 

C. Madeley, Warrington. 

B. H. Mullen, M.A., Salford. 
A. Sparke, F.R.S.L., Bolton. 
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Chairman : 
F. W. C. Pepper, Bolton. 


Honorary Treasurer : 
Maurice J. Wrigley, Stockport. 


Honorary Secretary : 
James Ross, Walton and Fazakerley Library, Liverpool. 


Committee : 


Miss M. Ashton, Liverpool Lyceum. 
T. A. Barnett, Manchester University. 
Miss E. Griffiths, Widnes. 

F. Helliwell, Rochdale. 

J. Hindle, Blackburn. 


W. Hynes, Eccles. 


E. A. Peppiette, Liverpool University. 


Fellows : 
Ellison, J. B., The Oldham Lyceum. 
Gordon, R. J., Rochdale. 
Hutt, James, The Liverpool Lyceum. 
Ormerod, James, Farnworth. 


J. H. Shaw, Bury. 


Members : 


Ashton, Miss M., Liverpool Lyceum. 

Balmer, W., Liverpool. 

Barnett, T. A. Manchester Univ. 

Broadhurst, H. P., Stockport. 

Cranshaw, James, Bolton. 

Edwards, A. H., Liverpool. 

Hamer, H., Bolton. 

Harding, Miss M., Bebington. 

Hart, H., Burnley Mechanics’ Inst. 

Hendry, Miss M. J., Walton and 
Fazakerley Library, Liverpool. 

Hindle, J., Blackburn. 

Hynes, W., Eccles. 

Lea, Miss E., Wigan. 

Leather, J., Southport. 





Merrishaw, J. A., Darwen. 


Munday, J. S., Liverpool Univ. 

Pepper, F. W. C., Bolton. 

Peppiette, E. A., Liverpool Univ. 

Ross, James, Walton and Fazakerley 
Library, Liverpool. 

Spender, F., Liverpool. 

Stott, Clifford, Rochdale. 

Sutton, O. J., Rylands Library, 
Manchester. 

Thomas, J. W., Blackburn. 

Wane, Miss M. J., Liverpool. 

Williams, R. G., Bolton. 

Wood, D. E., Liverpool Univ. 

Wright, T. W., Bolton. 

Wrigley, M. J., Stockport. 


Associates : 


Bell, Miss M. E., Stockport. | 
Bloor, Joseph, Farnworth. 
Bottomley, E. A., Rochdale. 
Boyer, Miss M., Stockport. 
Case, Miss Ethel, Widnes. | 
Chorton, W., Hyde. 
Cowley, Miss M., Hyde. 
Davison, J. L., Bolton. 
Dean, Miss M., Hindley. 
Dixon, J., Blackburn. 
Dykes, J. A., Rochdale. 
Edge, H., Bolton. 


t 


Ellison, H. M., Bolton. 


| Fielding, James, Bolton. 


Goulding, W., Bolton. 

Griffiths, Miss E. Widnes. 

Halfpenny, Miss H., Eccles. 

Helliwell, F., Rochdale. 

Hughes, Miss E. M., Farnworth. 

Jepson, Miss A., Stockport. 

Kershaw, W., Rochdale. 

Key, Miss R:, Walton and Fazakerley 
Library, Liverpool. 

Lucas, J. W., Bolton. 
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Matthews, G., Liverpool. Swallow, Miss P., Stockport. 
Mawson, Miss D., Stockport. Tomlinson, Miss J., Eccles. 
Nevitt, Miss D., Eccles. Williams, Miss H. M., Walton and 
Smith, J., Bolton. Fazakerley Library, Liverpool. 


Strangeways, J. C., Liverpool Lyceum. 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES. 


Bonp, Henry, Chief Librarian, St. Pancras (formerly Chief Librarian, 
Woolwich, Lincoln and Kendal) has been appointed Chief Librarian, Ports- 
mouth Public Libraries. The other selected candidates were Messrs. 
Bagguley (Swindon), {A. E. Baker (Taunton), J. Jones (Torquay), tW. C. 
Perwick Sayers (Croydon), and ${G. A. Stephen (Norwich). The final 
voting ran as follows: Mr. Bond, Mr. Sayers, Mr. Stephen. 

Harris, Witt1am J., Chief Librarian, Bromley (Kent), has been appointed 
Chief Librarian, Islington Public Libraries. The other selected candidates 
were Mr. R. W. Brown (Northampton), and Mr. tHugh Smith (Bishopsgate 
Institute). 

(The Library Association officially protested that the advertisement for 
this position did not stipulate for professional experience and asked that it be 
demanded. This was acceded to by the Council, but the Libraries Committee 
deliberately left out of their selection candidates known to be prominently 
identified with the L.A. or the L.A.A. 

*ALDERTON, H., Sub-librarian, Bromley, to be Librarian, in succession to 
Mr. W. J. Harris, at £150 per annum. 

*JEFFERSON, Miss F., Bromley Public Library, to be Sub-librarian, at 
£70 per annum. 

*SHaw, Joun H., Sub-librarian, has been appointed Librarian and 
Curator of the Art Gallery, Bury. 

Do tp, Atice, Senior Assistant, promoted to be Chief Assistant, Public 
Library, Bury. 

ANDERSON, C. Rupert, of the John Rylands Library, Manchester, has 
been appointed Libraraian of the Gladstone Library, National Liberal Club. 

[The other selected candidates were A. Clare (Glasgow), {Frank Dallimore 
(Newark), Thomas Gray (Carlisle), *W. H. Parker (Hackney), H. A. C. 
Sturgess (Middle Temple Library), and {R. Wright (Royal Societies’ Club). 
The list was reduced to Messrs. Parker, Sanderson, and Sturgess, and finally 
to Messrs. Parker and Sanderson. ] 

*CLaRKE, G. G., a Senior Assistant in the Sunderland Public Libraries, 
has been appointed to a similar position in the West Hartlepool Public 
Library. 

GirFrorD, J. D., Junior Assistant Bolton Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Assistant-in-Charge of the Mere Hall Branch Library, Bolton. 

*Gray, Duncan, Senior Assistant, Coventry, has been appointed 
Librarian-in-Charge of the New Cross branch of the Deptford Public 
Libraries. 

[The other selected candidates were *H. Alderton (Bromley, Kent), and 
*F, H. C. Pepper, Bolton.] 

*Josetyn, Leslie H., of the Saint Bride Foundation General Library, has 
been appointed to the newly organised Branch of the Ealing Public Libraries. 

*Krauss, Harry, Senior Assistant, second grade, in the Croydon Public 
Libraries, to be Senior Assistant in the Coventry Public Libraries. 

[The other selected candidates were *T. Ritey (Birmingham), and *J. L. 
Davison (Bolton). 

SypnEy, Epwarp, Assistant-in-charge, Mere Hall Branch Library, 
Bolton, has been appointed a Senior Assistant in the Leeds Public Libraries. 


+ Honorary Fellow, L.A.A. *Member, L.A.A. t Fellow, L.A.A. 








